Classroom Observation Checklist

Learning Environment

Room Setup: 

· Flexible, moveable






· Inviting, clean



· Safe and orderly

· Materials have a clear home



· Other: 


Evidence or Comments

Colorful, eye-catching without distractions; students’ desks situated in five clusters of four and one cluster of 5. Storage place for markers, pens, pencils, erasers, and other interesting supplies. Teachers are placed far from the door to the east side of the room. 
Draw a map of the classroom – bird’s eye view. What does the space tell you about the teacher’s philosophy?
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This map tells me that my teacher believes heavily in the power of groups, students helping each other in order to accomplish both learning goals and social goals. Students who are normally shy are paired with students with more outgoing personalities; and students who are high achievers are paired with low-achieving students. 
In addition, she changes the group constructs once a month. So, she believes in including all of her students in a community setting, and having her students strengthen their bond through physical grouping activities. The placement of the rug signifies the symbol of togetherness. On the rug, students have their meetings, listen to lectures and stories, and do most of their playtime on the rug. 
Visuals


· Graphic Organizers



· Flow Charts


· Rules/Procedures/Guidelines posted

· Classroom management system displayed



· Scoring Guides


· Essential Questions Posted


· Project procedures displayed

· Agenda Posted


· Student work displayed

· Other: 


What does the teacher choose to post? Who decides what is posted in the room, the teacher and/or the students? What does this reveal about the teacher’s philosophy? 

Evidence or Comments

In the decoration sense, the teacher posts all of her students’ artistic work, and she post select academic work in varied parts of the room. 
In terms of organization, the teacher posts a solid schedule with interchangeable titles, as well as pictures of herself with her students. She also posts letter and number charts, and a word list that contains all of the spelling words learned over the weeks. 

To pick which academic work is to be displayed, both the CT and her assistant discuss which projects show the most progress and which students show enthusiasm, attention to detail, neatness, and creativity in their work. 
As it relates to artistic work, the CT and the students collaborate with the posting of new art projects. 

This reveals that although the teacher believes heavily in the power of collaboration in all facets of the classroom, she understands that there is an area where the teacher should take charge and make decisions regarding some of the constructs of the classroom. 
Time Management

· Begins class on time in an orderly, organized fashion

· Gives time limits (uses a timer, does a count down)

· Provides think time after posing a question

· Provides time for reflection in the lesson

· Allows sufficient time for completion of activities/assignments

· Allocates sufficient clean-up time within the class session

· Accomplishes goals within set time frame

How is time spent in this classroom? What’s a typical day broken down by time? How much instructional time is there? What strategies work or might work to eliminate time wasters and provide the teacher with more instructional time?  Notice how long it takes to get things done in the classroom from the beginning of the day until the end. 

Evidence or Comments

Time in the classroom is concisely scheduled. However, there is room for flexibility. Each period is dissected into instructional time frames between 20 – 40 minutes. Each of the periods ranges from academic to artistic. The most rigorous subjects like Math, Spelling, and Geography are reserved for the morning. In the middle of the day, they are divided into two smaller sub-groups who participate in academic and artistic classes, like Art and Writing. In the afternoon, students fluctuate between free time (known as “Centers”) and academic activity. For instance, a sample Monday schedule reads as follows: 
8:40 am – Spelling

9:00 am – Music 

9:40 am – Drama

10:20 am – Snack

11:20 am – Reading Groups

12:00 pm – Lunch

12:40 pm – Recess 

1:00 pm  -  Writing (Group A) / Dance (Group B) 

1:40 pm - Flashmaster  (Math Flashcards) 

2:00 pm – Art (Group A) / Writing (Group B) 

2:40 pm – Copy Homework

3:00 pm – Dismissal 

To eliminate wasted time, teachers utilize strong classroom management skills: call-and-response in song and rhythm, silent signals, count downs, and wait time. There is very little time for dawdling, disruptiveness, or lolly-gagging. 
Instructional Management

· Uses a signal (visual and/or auditory) to get students’ attention 

· Uses individual signals with individual students

· Sets expectations before the task

· Assesses students’ learning throughout the lesson/day

· Has readily available materials and equipment necessary to complete the activity

· Clearly explains directions or procedures, in multiple modes

· Responds appropriately to changes in student attentiveness

· Appears well-prepared for class

· Smooth transitions

· Circulates the room throughout an activity

· Other: 

How does the teacher manage the classroom? How are lessons planned, implemented and assessed? 
Evidence or Comments

As stated before, teachers use class-wide signals for classroom management. 

Lessons are planned far in advanced, often months in advanced, with themes/units of instruction changing each month; Homeroom Teachers collaborate with other specialty teachers to emphasize common themes per month. Students are assessed in the collection of written and visual assignments, which are marked with colored ink and handed back to the students, either for them to improve, or for them to know things correctly. 

One of the most effective forms of assessment used are the take-home weekly journals, which are marked with positive comments and grammar/spelling corrections. 
Speech and Body Language: 

· Speech fillers, (for example, “OK, ahm”) are not distracting

· Speaks audibly and clearly

· Speech is neither too formal nor too casual 

· Uses inclusive language

· Asks open-ended questions

· Refrains from answering own questions

· Talks directly to the students

· Does not digress often from the main topic

· Uses gestures to enhance meaning and not to release nervous tension (repetitive gestures tend to do the latter)

· Communicates a sense of enthusiasm and excitement toward the content

· Use of humor is positive and appropriate

· Establishes eye contact with students

· Varies the pace to keep students alert

· Provides sound cues

· Varies volume levels

· Other: 

To what extent might speech and body language have an impact on student learning? What kind of questioning strategies are being implemented? 
Evidence or Comments

Speech and body language have an impact on student learning because it can definitely affect their attitude towards learning. If the teacher shows negative body language, the students will receive the negativity and project it back on the teacher in the form of misbehaving, disrespectful language, and ignorance. Body language speaks not only to your feelings about them, but also to what your intentions are with them. 
Students are constantly asked open-ended questions, which stimulate critical thought, in the form of varied answers and opinions. Students are also asked reflective questions to test their knowledge on certain subject. Students are also questioned with hints, which rely on students’ previous connecting knowledge. 
Understanding the Student Population: 

· Diversity within the classroom is understood and accounted for

How is this happening? How might this be strengthened? Because the classroom contains students who are varied in different cultures, races, and religions, speech is definitely inclusive, especially around holiday season. All holidays are observed including: Halloween, Winter Solstice, Christmas, and Hanukkah. 
· The tempo and pacing of classroom time facilitates learning in a variety of ways

How is this happening? How might this be strengthened? ___________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Talents and giftedness are both recognized and utilized in the classroom

How is this happening? How might this be strengthened? Students are given varied levels of challenges, especially in Math. Once students have completed one sheet, they are given a choice to complete what is called a “Challenge Sheet” with more complicated problems, which cater to the gifted students in the classroom. 
· Learners are engaged with methods of instruction that meet their needs

How is this happening? How might this be strengthened? ____Lessons are varied by learning style. Some of the lessons contain visual, audio, artistic, and kinesthetic aspects, which cater to different types of learners._______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Learners are supported as they grow in independence and work to “help themselves”

How is this happening? How might this be strengthened? __Lessons are scaffolded to include teachers’ help, and then they give the students a chance to discover the answers on their own. __________________

To what extent are cultural preferences and/or practices engaged in the classroom? To what extent do you see academic/art-form oriented processes and products valued? To what extent are students experiencing successes/triumphs in the classroom? To what extent are students being challenged across developmental and academic spectrums?
Evidence or Comments

In this classroom, cultural awareness is prominent. The students are learning about different parts of the U.S. and are exposed to the wildlife, culture, and environment of each different state.
For the value of the products, the students are highly treasured. Artwork and academic work is constantly displayed each week throughout the classroom. 

Students’ triumphs vary in the classroom. While some students are experiencing constant triumph, there are others who are struggling, especially during Handwriting class. 

Students are challenged everyday through rigorous, but stimulating activities throughout the day. Students are stimulated to the point where they no longer require state standardized testing.
Interactions with Students:

· Praises students for contributions that deserve commendation

· Solicits student feedback

· Requires student thought and participation

· Responds constructively to student opinions

· Knows and uses student names

· Treats class members equitably

· Allows students to lead in teaching when appropriate

· Listens carefully to student comments and questions 

· Differentiates the work to help many types of learners

· Recognizes when students do not understand

· Encourages mutual respect among students

· Responds to distractions effectively yet constructively

· Uses authority in classroom to create an environment conducive to learning

· Is able to admit error and/or insufficient knowledge
· Other: 

What patterns do you notice in the teacher’s interaction with the students? How often does the teacher praise the students? Does the teacher tend to prefer calling on one side of the room more than another? Does the teacher call on girls more than boys? How does the teacher create a safe learning environment? How do you see differentiation in effect? What suggestions do you have?  
Evidence or Comments

Teachers are constantly positive with students. Students are praised, but not over-praised. The teachers ensure to call on varied students, paying special attention to those who are not quick to raise their hand. The teacher creates a safe-learning environment by considering all of the opinions expressed by the students and making changes accordingly. 
I would like to see more inclusion in open-discussion. Many shy students hesitate to answer questions—even when they know the answers. More encouragement for the shy students could aid in a variation of opinions and answers to open-ended questions.
How has engaging in this assignment affected your own learning, practice, or philosophy?  

This particular assignment helps me in formulating more specific points to my own philosophy. I know that during my stay here, there will be many things that will happen that can change my philosophy, especially as it relates to being a Drama Teacher. This environment is already strong in organization, focus, and routine. I hope that I can mirror the preciseness and organization of this place and also allow for more flexibility, especially when formulating my lessons. 

